[Evaluation in our milieu of an ELISA method (ANDA-Tb) for the serological diagnosis of tuberculosis].
We have evaluated the new ELISA test (ANDA-Tb) for the serological diagnosis of tuberculosis in serum samples from 343 individuals: 160 were from blood donors, 152 from patients with nontuberculous diseases, most of them respiratory, and 31 from tuberculous patients diagnosed by positive culture. Using a cutoff value in 350 serounits we had a positive predictive value of 57% and a negative predictive value of 98% in blood donors, and 43% and 97%, respectively, in control patients. Sensitivity was 68%. There was a higher false positive rate in patients with respiratory diseases, particularly acute pneumonia. We conclude that this particular ELISA is very useful as a supportive test for the diagnosis of tuberculosis, with a lower specificity in hospital nontuberculous patients.